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—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE MQNTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
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Status 

[^/Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

^This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 


Disposition of Claims 

y{ Claim(s) 


Of the above claim(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

^Claim(s): 

□ Claim(s) 


□ Claim(s)- 


Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 


_ is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

. is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 


□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: 

Attachments) 


□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s).. 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 


□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 
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Serial Number: 09/786274 -2- 
Art Unit: 3753 


This action is responsive to the communication filed June 
14, 2002. 

Applicant's correction of the minor §112 issues, and 
corrected claim sequence, are noted with appreciation. 

Claims 24-25 and 54-81 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) 
as being anticipated by, or, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103 as being obvious over EPO 0 580 382, of record. Note sensor 
138. The use of a valve block such as shown in EPO 0 580 382 for 
hydraulic application is considered to be an obvious variation in 
view of the well known nature of hydraulic applications. The 
remaining dependent claim elements are either explicit or 
inherent to EPO 0 580 382, or are obvious modifications. 

Applicant's remarks have been fully considered but are not 
deemed to be persuasive. It is unclear how the sensor 138 being 
mounted to the circuit board negatives the rejection. The issue 
is whether the sensor is at least partially accommodated in the 
recess. Since it clearly is, the claim language is met by the 
reference and the rejection is proper. 

As to the bending resistant element, in EPO 0 580 382 an 
element 169 is disposed between the circuit board and the casing 
to maintain the seal between seal 167 and. rebate (recess) 168. It 
is inherent that element 169 will transfer bending force to the 
casing element which is strong enough to resist such force. 
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It should be noted that the Examiner is reading the entire 
area enclosed by the outer circumferential wall of the rebate 168 
as the recess or hole. It should also be noted that such 
structure corresponds exactly the related structure of the 
instant application. Accordingly, the rejection is still seen to 
be proper and will be maintained. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a). 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE -MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed 

to Examiner Fox at (703) 308-2595 or John.Fox@uspto.gov. Any 

inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 

application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 

telephone number is (703) 308-0861. The fax number for Art Unit 

3753 is (703) 308-7765. The Supervisory Primary Examiner for Art 

Unit 3753 is Michael Buiz who can be reached at (703) 308-2580 or 


at Michael.Buiz@uspto.gov. 
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